Nursing Assistant-Gerontology Specialist Career Pathway Certificate of Completion
(Related to the Gerontology Certificate of Completion)
Purpose:

This purpose of this pathway certificate is to combine the nursing assistant clinical training with the applicable theory aimed at serving our aging population. Quality info.org projects a 30% growth in nursing assistant positions through 2020. The Nursing Assistant-Gerontology Specialist pathway certificate of completion will ultimately lead to an advanced workforce for employers and more robust employment opportunities for students.   
Rationale:

The older population- persons 65 years or older- numbered 39.6 million in 2009, which is the last year of data collected and reported by the Department of Health and Human Services- Administration of Aging. Representing 12.9% of the U.S population; by 2030 this number is expected to grow to close to 20% of the population. With the completion of the Nursing Assistant I (NAI) course, students are eligible to take their Oregon State Board of Nursing-NAI certificate exam and once issued are able to being working in long term care facilities across the State. Advisory board members from both the gerontology program and the nursing assistant program shared that they see immediate value in having a workforce that is better prepared to care for this special population. Ultimately, this certificate will increase the likelihood of being hired, as well as open up opportunities for leadership roles within the context of this work, as stated by these community partners.  

This will serve two missions: 1) Serving the greater needs of our community at large, 2) Providing employment opportunities that are not otherwise accessible to students, without this type of education and training. 
NURSING ASSISTANT-GERONTOLOGY SPECIALIST CAREER PATHWAY CERTIFICATE
COURSE
CREDITS
NUR-100
Nursing Assistant I


7

NUR-100C
Nursing Assistant I Clinical


0

GRN-181
Issues in Aging



3

GRN-182
Aging and the Body


3

GRN-183
Death and Dying



3

GRN-184
Aging and the Individual


3

Credits required for certificate 



19
